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Thrilled and honoured: Local teachers win
state humanitarian accolade for education
initiative
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David Partridge, EAL/D Education Leader - rural north, Lana Hardman, Careers Advisor,

Rebecca Tarrant, Head Teacher EAL/D, Carole McKinney, Head Teacher Armidale Intensive

Centre

A collaborative refugee education program at Armidale Secondary

College has been recognised with a Highly Commended honour in the

Education category at the 2026 NSW Humanitarian Awards,

celebrating its work breaking down barriers for refugee-background

students in regional NSW.

The ASC Pathways Program, led by the school's "Pathways to

Belonging" team, has transformed educational and career

opportunities for newly arrived students through a partnership

between Armidale Secondary College, the Intensive English Centre,

TAFE, the University of New England and community organisations.

ADVERTISEMENT

The award recognises the work of EAL/D education leader David

Partridge, EAL/D head teacher Rebecca Tarrant, Intensive English

Centre head teacher Carole McKinney and careers adviser Lana

Hardman.

Mr Partridge said the program was developed after Armidale became

a refugee resettlement centre about eight years ago, and staff
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identified a significant gap in transition and careers support for

refugee-background students.

"We got nominated for our work around careers and transition

education," he said.

"There wasn't probably a lot happening in the space of catering for

transitions and career pathways for students from a refugee

background."

The team has since developed culturally responsive systems to

support Ezidi, Congolese and other refugee-background students

through subject selection, vocational education, university pathways

and employment. Bilingual support, translated resources and strong

family engagement have helped students and parents make informed

decisions about their futures.

Working closely with TAFE Armidale, students participate in the YES

Plus program, giving them hands-on experience across different

vocational areas and exposing them to career options they may not

have previously considered.

"When they arrive, their parents normally are at TAFE doing the Adult

Migrant English Program, and a lot of the younger students had the

belief that TAFE is only for older people doing English courses," Mr

Partridge said.
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"They weren't aware of the full breadth of courses available. What

we've seen is a lot of students are now starting to use TAFE as a

stepping stone to either a career or to further study."

"We've forged pretty strong links with TAFE Armidale, Ben Parsons,

the head teacher down there. So, the students are regularly doing a

YES Plus... where the students get exposure to all the different

faculties at TAFE, and that has really helped us change the mindset of

those students and engage with TAFE as a place for education, for

trades and a pathway to different careers."

The school also works with the University of New England to provide

additional support for students entering higher education, particularly

those who have experienced interrupted or limited schooling before

arriving in Australia.

"We also had done a lot of work with the University of New England,

especially Dr Helen Harper, in facilitating refugee pathways to the

university."

Mr Partridge said many students arrived with little or no formal

education, making English language development a critical priority.

The school introduced innovative team-teaching models, pairing

EAL/D teachers with subject specialists to build students' language

skills while supporting classroom learning.

He said the success of the initiative came from identifying a local need

and responding collaboratively.
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"It was a reflection of the collaboration between those four people

who were nominated and won - finding a problem of practice and

creating our own solution to it," he said.

Mr Partridge said the award also recognised the commitment of the

school's leadership team to investing in educational equity.

"To work within principles of social justice and equity ... they're seeing

that this is a need, and we're happy to resource it," he said.

He said the greatest reward was seeing former students succeed.

"It's having real impacts on the lives of those students who really have

had minimal education before arriving in Australia," he said.

"We often invite those students back ... getting those success stories

back to talk and show the possibilities."

Mr Partridge said he hoped the recognition would also highlight what

could be achieved in regional communities.

"It's recognition on the school's effort and their impact on education

for refugee students, and letting other systems and other schools see

the work that's happening in a rural setting," he said.
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